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Rawlinſon Mayor. 
2 5 7 Lo 
Jovis xxvi. die Septembris 1676. Annoq; 
Reginæ ANNA, Anglia, &c. Quinto. 


HIS Court doth deſire the Reverend 
_ Dr. Woodward to Print his Sermon 
Preached at the Cathedral Church of. St. Paul, WM \ 


London, on Monday the Second of this Inſtant 
September, before the Right Honourable the Lord 
Mayor, Aldermen, and Livery-Men of the fe 
yeral Companies of this City, 


— — — — dt —— —— — —— — 


TO THE 
Right Honourable 


Sir Thomas Rawlinſon, K. 
Lord Mayor of the City of London, 
And to the 


COURT of ALDERMEN. 


MY LORD, 
Am obliged by your particular Favours in a Friend- 
ſhip of many ears, as well as by your Lord- 
ſhips Authority in Conjunction with the Court of Al- 
dermen, to obey the Order ſent me, for the Publiſh- 
ng of the Sermon lately preached before You: The 
Occaſion of which is ſo very mournful and affecting, 
that it is it ſelf a moſt lively Sermon to preach Re- 
Wpcntance and à Care to pleaſe God, to all that duly 
conſider it; efpecially, My Lord, to the Magiſtracy; 
pho are peculiarly conſigned, intruſted and impowered. 
» GOD to ſuppreſs Vice, and promote Religion. 
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= that yon Lordſhip and other worthy Magi 
ſtrates of this Auguſt City have done berein, is the 
trueſt Honour, and will be the greateſt Comfor 
when this frail Life ſhall diſcharge it elf as ſom 
it will, into the neighbouring Eternity. 

And therefore no greater Benefit can be wiſhed to 
the Inhabitants of this City, and to the Governors of it 
than that their true Zeal for God and Indignation ty 
Impiety may daily increaſe till it becomes conſunmat 
in the Kingdom of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

May it therefore pleaſe God, whoſe Strength is 
made perfect in Weakneſs, to make this mean Ser. 
mon inſtrumental thereunto ; according to the humbl: 
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MY LORD, 
Your Lerdſhip's 


Much Obliged 
And truly reſpectſul Servant 


Tofeab Woodward.” 
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[9 -- \ Hoſea VI. Ver. . 


Come, and let us return to the Lord; for 


he bath torn, and he will heal us; He 
hath ſmitten, and be will bind us up. 


{THE Occaſion of this Solemnity brings to 

mind thoſe Days of Horror and Aſto- 
niſhment, in which this Great and No- 
be City was conſumed by fierce and uncontrola- 


ble Flames; to the Impoveriſhment of Thouſands 
of Families, and the Terror of all that beheld 


it. When many Perſons that had ſplendid Ha- 
bitations one Hour, knew not where to lay their 
akeing Heads the next, nor where to repoſe their 
weary Limbs; And they that had Jobs Riches in 
the Morning, needed the Patience of Job in the 
Evening, to bear a Poverty like his on the Dung- 
il. In ſhort, when London was one of the moſt 
diſmal Scenes of Miſery in the World; and no- 
thing but Horror, Aſtoniſhment, and Diſtracti⸗ 
on to be ſeen in it. A very diſmal Caſe; e- 
nough to affect a mere Barbarian with a ſenſible 
Pain of humane Bowels: I may therefore rea- 
ſonably ſuppoſe that there are ſuch ſerious Im- 
preſſions made hereby upon the preſent Audito- 
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ry as will even prevent my Exhortations to Re- 
pentance and Humiliation ; Since many of You 
were not only mournful Spectators of this diſ- 
mal Tragedy, but extreme Sufferers by it. So 
that he can ſcarcely be counted a true Citizen, 
that is not this Day a devout Mourner in the 
Houſe of God, in Remembrance of the former 
Deſolation of this City; and an earneſt Advocate 
with God for its future Safety: Saying to his 
Fellow- Citizens, as the diſtreſſed Tſraelites in the 
Text to their Brethren in Affliction; Come, and 
let us return to the Lord; for be hath torn, and he 
will beal us; He hath ſmitten, and he will bind us 
up. | | | | | ; 
Theſe Words were a Part of Hoſeas Prophe- 
cy to the People of Iſrael, when Jeroboam's Ido- 
latry had pulled down great Wrath upon them, 
which ended in ſuch a Captivity and Diſperſion 
of the Ten Tribes as is not to be accounted for 
to this Day. In this Caſe, there were ſome 
whoſe Hearts were tender, who ſaid one to 4 
nother; © Come, let us obey the Meſſage that 
God hath ſent us by his Prophet: Let us re- 


*nounce the King's Golden-Calyes and all the 
Idols of our own Hearts, and let us return. to 
*the true Worſhip and Service of the God of 
* Iſrael; for ſurely there is Mercy with God to- 
© wards returning Sinners. Had he abſolutely 
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** determined to defiroy us, he would not have 
« ſent his Prophet to ell us to Repentance : : 
« Wherefore come, let us no longer delay or 
& © deliberate in fo plain and important a Matter: 
Let us penitently return to an inviting God, 

* who will heal us when we repent, tho A Dach 
&« torn us in our Obſtinacy ; and tho he hath 
“ juſtly ſmitten us in our Wanderings, he will 


turn to him. Come, and let us return to the Lord, 
1 for he hath torn, and be will heal us; He bath ſmit- 
ten, and he will bind us up. 
1 We have in theſe Words Three Points of Do- 
arine, which do more eſpecially require our At- 
© tention and Application on the preſent Occafion,viz, 
I. That all the publick Calamities, and private 
Sictions of Men, are of God's Appointment or 
= Pernifion. He hath torn, and he bath ae, 
on ys the Text. 

| 11. There is no proper Redreſs of any Affi 
me aion whatſoever but by due Application to tie 
. Al.-diſpoſing God. Come, let us return unto the 
Lidl for he will heal us, and bind us up. 


re- III. Where God is duly fought unto by a true 


the {WPcnicent, he will-ſhew him Mercy. He bath 
u to 7771 and be will heal; He hath ATE and he will 
bind us * 


mercifully bind up our Wounds, upon our Re- 
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Theſe are plain and common Dofrines of our 
Religion, and would need no manner of Argu- 
ment to clear them, did not the too common 
Infidelity of Men. make it neceſlary. 


For, as to the Firſt of theſe Aſſertions con- 
cerning the Univerſal Providence of God; the M- cc 
dern as well as the Ancient Epicureans, being un-“ 
able to bear the Thoughts of an Omniſcient “ 
Tiſpefor and a Righteous Fudge of all their Do- 
ings ; they hardily ſer themſelves to bear down I C 
this uneaſie Truth, and ſay, as the People /et- WM 5 
tled on their Lees, (Zeph. i. 12.) The Lord dith Mt! 
not do Good, neither doth he do Evil: © He'con- ll þ 
« cerns not himſelf wich the mean things below Hu 
ce the Clouds; nor is there any ſuch Regiſter or Ml a 
© Tribunal above, as ſome hope, and others fear. ts 

Others oppole our Second Obſervation concern - IMll * 
ing the Neceſſity of Dependence upon God, and p 
of Reſort to Him for Succour in all our Diſtreſs: 
alledging, * That there are ſufficient Remedies v. 
* in Nature for all our Diſtempers ; that Dil- MW m 
; e gence will defend us againſt the Wants of hn- IM in 
* mane Life; and that Art and Induſtry will an- h: 
\* {wer all Demands. If they, are Sick, they Ml it 


truſt in the Phyſician, without any ſerious Re- 90 
courſe to God, as if there were no need of his 
Help: and their uſual Neglect of Prayer to God 
at other times demonſtrates their Inſenſibleneſs of 


their abſolute Dependence upon Him. Io 
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In the Third place, there are ſome broken 
aeſponding Spirits, who in disbeleif of a Truth 
as clear as the Nobn- day, oppoſe our laſt Obſer- 
yation concerning the Infinite Mercy of God, and 
ay, * It is not ſo in my Caſe; God will not 


« pity my Diſtreſs; He will never pardon my 
« Sin. I cannot beleive that there is any Mercy 
« for me. SE OI | TRE” 

| Theie laſt poor Creatures are as much the 


* 
'n Object of our Pity, as the two former of our 
- adignation: for here the Contradiction is uſually 


through Wealneſs, and a conſciouſneſs of the In- 


finice Exil of Sin; whereas the others are the 
* ulual Effects of Self-Arrogancy and an Obſtinacy 
or Nagainſt God. I am therefore conftrained to 
. take all the Three Obſervations aforeſaid into a 
n- farcher Conſideration 3* reſuming | in the firſt 
ind place that which I firſt aſſerted; namely, 
eſs: J. That all the publick Calamities and pri- 
dies vate Afflictions of Men are of God's Appoint- 
Di- WM ment or Permiſſion. © God tears, and God ſmites, 
hn- in the Text. This Tearing alludes to what God 
an: had chreatned two Verſes before the Text, where 
they it is ſaid; I will be unto Ephraim as a Lion, and as a 
Re- joung Lion to the Houſe of fudaß: I even J will 
f his fear and go away; J will tale away, and none ſpall 
God Ml veſcue them. { Chap. v. Ver. . 4.) This alludes 
(5 of to thoſe ſtrong and irreſiſtible Forces of the Chal- 


deans, 
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deans, which were to conquer them, and carry 
chem away Captive: Vet foraſmuch as theſe 
their Enemies executed God's Wrath upon them, 
God is ſaid in the Text to do it Himſelf; be- 
cauſe if it had not been for their Provocations 
againſt God, their Enemies ſhould not have been 
able to have prevailed againſt them. And this of 
reſtraining or letting loole of the Malice, Rage and ; 
Cruelty of wicked Men, eſpecially of Ambitious 10 
Princes, is one of the Wonders of Divine Provi- MY 
dence. Ambitious and bloody Men ſtand always 
ready to devour, as the hungry Lion his Prey, and 7 
they would tear without Mercy or Moderation; 7 
but an Inviſible Power reſtrains them till ſuch a time, 1 
limits them to ſuch a Degree, and in the propet 
time uſually impowers ſome other Princes to re- 
pay chem all the Ravages and Miſeries which 
they have brought upon others. And then thel 
cruel and haughty Oppreſſor ſhall not only {ed 
God's Hand, but acknowledge his Juſtice ; af 
Barbarous Adonibezek did, when he cried out in 
a very feeling Manner, as one ſtuck at the Heard 
as well as mangled in his Body, (Jude. i. 7.) A 
threeſcore and ten Kings, having their Thumbs and 
great Toes cut off, gathered their Meat under my 
| Table, ſo do I now righteoully ſuffer the ſame 
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! The Hiſtory of Job's Afflictions ſerves'as a Clew 
ee 4 us in tracing theſe Foot-Steps of Divine 


1, Providence. For in that Inſtance we find the De- 
evil himſelf confeſſing that the Providence of God 
® MW was ſuch a ſtrong Fence about Fob and all that he 
en ¶ bad, that he could not break in upon ſo much as one 
fie of Job's Cattle till God pleaſed to open a Gap. But 
nd when he had once obtained this, how ſoon did 
be excite the Sabeans to take this Opportunity of 
vi robbing Job of his Oxen and Afſes ; ſtirring up 
Wide Chaldeans at the ſame time to plunder him 
and Wo! his Camels; whilſt he, as Prince of the Power 


on / the Air, ſmote Job's Flocks and Herds with 
Lightning ;. and by a Hurrican of his raiſing 
having God's Commiſſion) overturns the Houſe 


red them in the Ruines of it. Here. are ſe- 


rrpoſes. The Devil acts in it to gratify his mali- 


Heart 
7.) A 
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' Wi; and Ambition: But yet all act under God's 


ler 
ſame 


. And fo far they went, and could go no 


Th ; Ather. 
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phere all Job's Children were feaſting together, and 


rial Agents acting for their own Ends, but all are 
er- ruled and ordered by God, to bring about his 


Wis Temper ; and at once ſhews his Ey againſt 
Wood Men, and his Power over evil ones: The 
aldeans and Sabeans ack to gratify their Covetos / 
ieection, and do his Work in executing his 


Will which was to ty, not to deſtroy poor 


And. 
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And pious Job, who well knew the Univerſal 

Influence | of Divine Providence, readily owned 
God's Hand in all this: and therefore he takes 
no Notice of the ſubordinate Means, but direct; 
himſelt to the Supreme Cauſe, and ſays, The 
1,0 RD hath given, and the L 0 ND hath taken 
away, Bleſſed be the Name of the LO RD, (Job i. 
21.) 

So then, cho the Inftruments of our AM: iRi- 
ons are various, yet God moderates and oper- rules 
all: Which ſerves to regulate our Sentiments 
with Reference to that dreadful Calamity which 
we this Day lament, the Burning of this 
GREAT CITY; whether it was brought to 
paſs by what we call the caſual Event of humane 
Negligence, or by a helliſh Deſign of humane Ma- 
lice; it is certain that God permitted it, and that 

it e God's Viſitation for Sin; as did the 
dreadful Peſtilence which immediately went be⸗ 

fore it. Is there any Evil in the City, and God 
hath not done it? (Amos iii. 6.) Do our Aﬀiiftions 
come out of the Ground? If the Sparrow falls UW 
from the Houſe-Top without our Heavenly Father 
much leſs ſhall the Hoilſe it (elf fall by Chanceg 
and much leſs {till a whole City. This ought rf 
lay us in the Duſt before God this Day, fo F 
that God was fo highly provoked by the Sins ll 


this City, as to ſweep it with a double Broom g 
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Deſtr action; the former of which | {wept away 


many Thouſands of the Inhabitants of this City; 
and the latter, many Thouſands of their Habi- 
tations. Nothing therefore can be of great- 
er Importance to all the preſent Inhabitants of 
this City, than to conſider whether they are yet 
purged from thoſe Abominations which, where- 
ever they are allowed, will make deſolate. And 


 where-ever theſe Enemies and Traitors to the 
Publick Welfare are found, let them not be 


ſpared, but bring them to impartial Execution. 


| Thoſe Perſons are the beſt Friends of this City 


that are the moſt bitter Enemies to the Vices of 
ir; For all our Calamities and Afflictions are 


the Rod of God upon us, and the Voice of all 


of them is this, Sin uo more, leſt worſe things come. 


pon thee. And this Knowledge of the Author 
and the Errand of all our Sufferings will ſerve to 


direct us whither to 80 and what to do, in all 


our Diſtreſſes; which is the Subject of the Se- 
cond Obſervation, viz. 


II. There is no proper Redreſs to any Affli- 


| ion that befals us but by due Application to 


the All-diſpoſing God. Come, let us return to 


_ the Lord, for he will heal us, and bind us up. 
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The Afticted muſt pray, 19 they would be 
relieved (Jam. v. 13.) and God ſeems to ſhut 
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Men up in Sickneſs and other Afflictions, to 
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ſhew them the Inſufficiency of all things below 


to help them; and that they muſt Took up to 


Heaven if they would obtain ſuitable Succour. 
The Rebuke of God to Pharoah, is very appli- 
cable to many others (Exod. x. 3.) How long wilt 
thou refuſe to humble thy ſelf before me? Our Affli- 
ctions are many times long and heavy, becauſe 
our Devotions are light and curſory : and we 


do not receive Relief, becauſe we do not ſeek 


it in a due Manner or for a right End, or do 


not place a juſt Confidence in God, in order 
to it. Many pray to God merely for Form Sake 
in their Afflictions, putting their chief Hope of 
Redreſs in Men and outward Means. Some fan- 


cy they can read the Events of all Affairs in 


the Stars, and they impudently publiſh their 
Bills concerning their Fore-Knowledge of the 
happy or miſerable © Lives of People; to the Re- 

proach of the Government as well as the Religion 
of this City: And theſe their hing Divinations 
paſs with many deluded People for Deſtinies. 
But what Pity is it, that ſuch as gaze on the 


Stars do not look a little farther, even within 


that Vail, to behold the Throne of the GO VE R- 
NOUR of the World, and the Bleffed 7 E. 
SHS at his right hand. In vain do any pre- 
tend to find out the Order and Courſe of Nature, 


who do not diſcern the Power of God in every 


Step 


— — 


„ the BE ORD MAYOR, Cc. 


% 


Step of it; without which, no Sort of Philoſophy 
can have any rational Beginning or End. It is 
the Almighty Power of God that maintains the 
Courſe of Nature, and adminiſters Virtue to e- 


very Creature according to its kind: and to for- 


ſake God and truſt in any Creature, or in the whole 
Creation, is to forſake an exuberant Fountain, and 


to ſit down by a broken Ciſtern; which has no 


Water but from the Fountain, and at beſt cannot 
contain much, but in its impaired Eſtate can re- 


tain only the moſt muddy and dreggy Parts of it. 


All our Ceature- Confidence is like our placing our 
| ſelves by Winter-Brooks, which run higheſt when 


we have leaft need of them; and when we-are 
partch'd with Thirſt in Summer, they have not 
a Drop of Water to refreſh us. What wilt thou do 
in the Day of Viſitation? (laies the Prophet) and 


in the Deſolation, that ſhall come from far? ¶ he- 


ther wilt thou flee for Help, and where wilt thou leave 
thy Glory? (Iſa. x. 3.) What will thoſe do, 
who truſt in outward Wealth, in a time when 
an Enemy ſhall carry them away Captive ? or 


when devouring Flames ſhall conſume all they 
| have? or when an amazing Earthquake ſhall 


ſwallow them and their Poſſeſſions together? or 
when the Terrors of the Lord invade their Con- 


ſciences? or when the Agonies of Death ſhake 


the Foundations of their Earthly Tabernacle ? In 
68, C 2 theſe 
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theſe and many other Caſes, every Creature will 
ery out unto us in the Words of the King of Iſ- 
rael (2 King. xxvi. 27.) Except the Lord helps, bow 
can I help? For Man lives not by Bread only, or 
by his Wealth, or by any created Support or Supe . 
th; but by the Word of God. He is juftaind by 
the ſame Power that created Him; and to his God 
he muſt repair for the Redreſs of all his Miſeries, 
or continue very miſerable : which was the Se- 
cond Obſervation. And we have the greateſt En- 
couragement to apply our felves to God, from 
what was obſerved in the Third Place, viz; 
III. Where God is duly fought unto by a 
true Penitent, he will ſhew him Mercy. Hebath 
torn, and he will heal; He hath ſmitten, and he will 
bind up. 1 
Our infinitely merciful God, who hath ſworn to 
us in the Old Teſtament, That he defireth not the | 
Death of a Sinner, hath aſſured us by no leſs than 
Six Afſeverations in two Verles of the New-Te- | 
ſtament, That he that ſeeketh Mercy ſhall have | 
if, (Matt. vii. 7, 8.) 45k, and it ſhall be given you; | 
feek and ye ſhall find; Knock and it ſhall be opened un- 
to). For every one that asketh, receiveth; and be 
that ſeeketh, findeth ; and to him that knocketh, it 
ſhall be opened. Theſe copious and affectionate 
Promiſes are ſo frequently and ſo freely uttered MI) 
in the Bleſſed Goſpel, that no humble Soul can MW 


have | 


* 


Pomer, nor Time, nor a Heart to ſeek it. 
fence againſt this pernicious Deluſion, it hat 
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have any Reaſon to deſpond. And indeed e- 
en-Goodnefs it {elf could not but be cautious of 
ſzying more on that Point, confidering the vaſt 
Numbers of finful People that periſh by preſu- 
ning on what 1s already promiſed. For they think 
jr time enough to ſeek that Mercy which will 


Be ſo readily granted, even in the laſt Fours of 


their Lives; when perhaps they may neither have 
eart To 


pleaſed God to ſhew us the only Means to pre- 
yent our Eternal Deſtruction in the ſame Words 
wherein he declares that he is no Way acceſſo- 


fry to it. (Exel. xviii. 23.) 4s J live, ſaith the 


Lord, I deſire not the Death of a Sinner, but rather 
that be turn and live. He muſt convert, if he will 
be bealed, (Iſa. vi. 10.) So that no Repentance 
will avail to our Salvation, but that which clean- 
{ks and changes the Heart and Life. This ſhews 
the Darkneſs and Danger of a Death-Bed Re- 


Wintance, which has not time to be proved by its 
its. For where the moſt paſſionate Confeſſions 


Wi Sin, and the moſt vehement Cries for Mercy, 
eo not come up to this Change, it is not Repen- 
uice unto Life. The true and ſaving Sorrows 
or Sin, are thoſe that are the real Throes of a 


(Eph. 


Vu. Birth, and produce the holy Lite of a New | 


11 10. 
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ii. 10. Gal. vi. 15. Jo. ith 3.) Theſe will find 
Mercy with God, for they are begotten again to 
a lively Hope, thro their Spiritual Regeneration. (1 
Per. i. 3.) And without this Bleſted Effect, all % 
our Faſts and Tears and Vous are an empty and / 
inſignificant Pageantry, yea, they are an odious Han 
Formality and Hypocriſie. And the Language of Nou 
God to ſuch Moch Service is what we read, (Ji. Wha 


ſon together ſaith the Lord, tho your Sins be as Scare 


| Occaſion of our preſent Meeting. This Da 


hath it been generally obſerved to the F pol 
of which I am ſpeaking? Hath this City beef 


_ purged from ſcandalous Tmpieties and Immoral 


i. 13.) Bring no more vain Oblations; your Callin Ware 
of Aſſemblies ] cannot away with; they are a Trouble tbr 


to me, I am weary to bear them, But, put away the Wn 


Evil of your Doings, and then Come and let us red. Ntio 


let, they ſhall be as white as Snow, and tho they be 
Red like Crimſon, they- ſhall be as Wool. (Ver. 18.) 
And fo faith the Text, Let us return to the Lorch 
and he will heal us and bind us up. 4-24 
Permit me, Men, Brethren and Fathers, to ſpeak 
freely to you as to this, with Reference to th 


has been an Anniverlary of Faſting and Huni. 
lation before God theſe Forty Years in the ſenſ 
of that Judgment which we cannot mentiol 
without Horror, the Burning of this City. Bul 


ties by thoſe Hands which have been lifted ab 


— — 
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in Prayer to God on theſe Days? Is the Mouth 
to WW of Abeiſn, Blaſphemy and Obſcenity ſtopped by your 
(1 MW Care, of which St. James affirms, that they are 


ſet on Fire of Hell, and tend to ſet on Fire the Conrſe 
of Nature? Is the Honour of God's Holy Name, 
and of his only Son, and of his Sacred Da. religi- 
ouſly kept up? Are Uncleanneſs and Debauchery 


Ia baniſhed out of your Gates and Precincts? And 


fins Hare the Diviſions and Bitterneſs of Chriſtian Bre- 


ih the beds of their own Ruine. May we all 


Da 


> ſenll 
entiol 


ROM THEIR WICKED WAYS: 


Bu will 7 hear from Heaven, OE will  Jagive their 


Purpo, and will heal their Land. 
y bed 
moral: which 1 propoſed co * to; and L now 


fred u as apply the whole. 
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thren healed by Love and Concord? Till Men 
in Authority and Power, and others in ſubordina- - 
ton to them, do make theſe Things their ſeri- 
ous Care and Concern, no City nor Nation can 


be ſafe. & debanched and a divided People che- 


herefore ſet our ſelves to caſt out theſe accurſed 
ge and to our Prayers and Supplications this 
iu, add our utmoſt Endeavours to ſerve and 
leaſe God, that we may be entitled to that gra- 
ous Promiſe recorded, 2 Chron. vii. 14. If my 
Hum 4 » that are called by my Name, ſhall bumble e 
tives, and pray, and ſeek my Face, and TURN 


Thus have! gone cho w hs Three Particu- 5 


e 


1 ng 
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I. I,. Let us fee in che late Deſolation off 
this our Metropolitan City, the Uncertainty, of al 
Earthly Enjoyments. Our Cities are the chief 
Places of Strength, Wealth and Buſine /s; yet, alas! 
by how many Events may they come to De- 
ſtruction? Many great Cities have within 1 
few Years paſt been ruined by terrible Eart 
guales, which have buried the Inhabitants with 
their Houſes and Goods in the fame common 
Grave: And by that gentle Shock of this naturg 
which this our City has felt, we are admonithed, 
rhat it is liable to the ſame way of Deſtruction, 
whenever our Sins proyoke God to the fam: 
height of Diſpleaſure; which God forbid. WM 
hear alſo almoſt every Day of great and ſry 
Cities crumbled to Duſt by heavy Artillery, cruſh- 
ing Bombs, and other Inſtruments of Devaſtacion, 
and what befals other Cities may ſome time oi 
other be the Cale of this; which God in Merc 
tor ever avert. But we muſt not forget the Cy 
lamity which occaſions the Humiliation of thi 
Day, (God grant we be truly bumble on tis 
Occaſton) when we ſaw very ſtately Building 
great Riches, fine Furniture, and much world 
Goods of all ſorts, making one common Fire, and 
laid together in one vaſt Heap of Rubiſh; de 
monſtrating to us the Uncertainty of Earthi) 
— Ox:49 
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here on Earth; when our Cities have no Foun- 
dations, when our Life is but a Vapor, and when 
the whole World is haſtening to its laſt Funeral 
Pile; of which the rapid Flames of this vaſt City 
ſeemed to be too lively an Emblem. 
Let this ſerve to mortifie all our inordinate 
Delight in worldly Things, ſince both Ve and 
our Goods are very unconſtant one to the other: 
And let it raiſe our Deſires after Things above, 
booking at the City that has Foundations, whoſe Build- 
er and Maker is God. The New-Jerufalem is the 
only Perpetual City : For tho' the Flatteries of vain 


Men have formerly given that Title to the City 


of Rome, we have ſeen that Wars, Earthquakes, 
and other Events of Time, have given them the 


Ah! What can we call a certain Poſſeſſion 


Lie: and as the Church of Rome has arrogated 


the ſame Perpetuity and Inaefeftibility to her ſelf, 
ſhe will allo be found a Liar, as indeed ſhe has 


long been; and a Refuge of Lies will fail, and ex- 


ceſſive Pride never prevents, but conſtantly fore- 


bodes and foregoes a Fall. But Humility, 
Truth and Integrity are a Strong Hold in all Ad- 
| verſity; where a pious Soul enjoys a moſt plea- 

fant Retreat, and feaſts it ſelf on the hidden Man- 


xa, the Peace of God which paſſeth Comprehen- 


ſion: This is our chief Enjoyment, and -ought 
to be our chief Concern. = 


a 
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II. I,. Let us this Day, with due Praiſe to 
God, contemplate his abundant Mercy to us in 


reſtoring this City to a Beauty and Magnificence 


which ſurpaſſes its former Eſtate, It gives ſome 


Light to this Gloomy Day to conſider, that 


the good Providence of God towards us hath 
been for ſome Years paſt on the Healing Part of 


my Text, to engage us to his Service even by the 


Principles of Gratitude and Ingennity. 
Thro' the Goodneſs of God, this Great City 


is raiſed out of its Ruines, and like the Reſur- 


rection of the Body, it is raiſed in greater Beau- 


ty, Strength, and Splendor. God has reſtored 


the Thouſands which the Peſtilence {wept away: 
And the Millions of Treaſure which have been ex- 
pended in a long and chargeable War has not ſo 


far exhauſted the Wealth of this City, but that it 


can yet lend to other Nations, and needs not bor- 
0b. ' 


God has alſo bleſſed us with Plenty even to 


Affluence, and to a Weight, of which we long to 
be eaſed by Foreign Exportation. It hath alſo 


pleaſed the Lord of Hoſts, to whom be all Ho- 


nour and Praiſe for Ever, to crown our late Cam- 


paigns with aſtoniſhing Succeſs, with the moſt 


compleat and honourable Victories that many 


Ages can produce, attended with the Conqueſt 


and Confluence of great Towns, wealthy Pro- 


Yinces, 


the LORD MAYOR, c. 


vinces, and even of ſeveral Ringdoms. Our Roy- 
al Fleets allo ride in Triumph both at Home 


and Abroad, without any Diſpute about the 


Empire of the Sea by the late pretending Rival. 
We have alſo auſpicious Hopes of Union among 
our ſelves, not only from Her Majeſties Chriſti- 
an Tenderneſs and wiſe Adminiſtration; but e- 
ven from the manifeſt Unchriſtianity and Self-En- 
mity of thoſe who endeavour ro difturb Her 
Majeſties Government, and to divide her Subjects. 
Truly, this Union and Agreement among our ſelves 
is a Bleſſing not inferior to any of thoſe great 


ones beforementioned, as all but very dark 
Minds and very narrow Souls muſt confeſs, 


becauſe whilſt we are at Strife with our Neighbours, 


our Enemies laugh among themſelves, as being pleaſed 
to ſee us do their Work more effectually than 
they can do it themſelves. But Love, Peace 
and Concord are heavenly Graces and Bleflings, 


both in their Cauſes, and in their Effects. As 


they bring down a Part of Heaven upon Earth, 
lo they tend to carry Men thither, 


And all theſe conjoined Bleſſings ſerve to 
demonſtrate our great Happineſs in the wiſe, pions 
and renowned Adminiſtration of our moſt Excel- 
ent Queen, whom God long preſerve and ever 
bleſs, ro the Shame and Terror of Hrants, Per- 


D 2 | Peace 
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/ cuts and Oppreſſors and to the Comfort and 


by 
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under the Eaſe and Repoſe of her juſt and wile 
Government. n 
And now to draw to a Cloſe; There is yet 
one publick Bleſſing which it is the proper Bu- 
ſineſs of this Day, and the grand Intereſt of this 
City, to aſſiſt and promote; that is, the effectu- 
al Suppreſſion of Vice and Prophaneneſs; which 
is the greateſt of earchly Bleſſings; becauſe it makes 
every thing bleſſed, and is the only thing that 
can fix our Proſperity : which leads me to the laſt 
,, ne 15 
III. Inf. We ſee from what has been faid, 
How neceſſary a juſt Concern for God's Ho- 
nour is, in order to the Safety and Profperity of 
any City or Nation. Till this duly prevails, 


every thing is wrong, and the Foundations of the 


Earth are out of Courſe. The greateſt Victories 


cannot fave us in our Sins; nor the beſt of Prin- 


ces long skreen off the Judgments of God from a 


wicked People. All impudent Impiety and Vice 
is dreadfully ominous of Deſtruction; it is the 


accurſed thing which will bring Plagues and Cala- 


mities till it be removed. And therefore thoſe | 


NURSERIES of LEWDNESS and 
TIMPIE TT YN, the Scandalous Þ. LAL. 
HOUSES, ought to be deſerted by all that 
with. well to this City ; and all proper Means 


10 


Peace of all that have the Happineſs of firing 
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this Day ſeek the Favour of God. Hath not 
the Blaſphemy, the Obſcenity, and the many other 
Inmoralities of the $'T'AG E been laid open by 
judicious Pens before our Eyes? Hath not the 


[lite dreadful 8 TO N M, which had like to have 


ruined us all, been mockt in a prophane Man- 
er there? And have they not preſumed to imi- 
ate the Thunder of the moſt High? Hath 

not a great Part of our NOBLE and IN. 
ENIOUS TOUT H been corrupted and 
undone there, to. the Dilgrace of their Country, 


the Ruine of their Families, and the Deſtruction 


ok their Souls ?: And are theſe Nurſeries of 
Vickedneſs fit to be encouraged by the Company 
or Contributions of ſuch as would be called 
CHRISTIANS? Yea, can an honeſt Citizen 
account them tolerable? The very Profeſſion 
of a PLAYER is ſcandalous in other refor- 


ned Churches, and in moſt Parts of Chriſtendom 


they are not admitted to the LOR D's-T A. 
BLE till they renounce that Way of Lite. We 
muſt therefore have no Fellowſhip. wich theſe per- 


Inicious Works of Darkneſs, if we would ſecure 


the Bleflings of the Prince of Light. He is rea- 
ay to ſhew us Mercy, if we were but in 3 
Dilpoſition to receive it. For it is viſible to the. 
whole World, that God is at this Day Wen 

| a Glo- 


0 ſuppreſs chem ought to be uſed by ſuch as wg 
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a Glorious Scene of Happineſs and Proſperity to 
us, if our Tmpieties and Diviſions do not obſtrug 
the Progreſs of it. London is at this Day one 
of the moſt wealthy, plentiful and happy Cities in 
the World, and is like to continue ſo, if Vice and 
Diſcord does not reverſe that bleſſed Proſpect. 
The Worthy Magiſtrates of this Vaſt and Noble 
CITY have therefore a moſt advantagious Op- 
portunity of becoming Patrons to it, by Suppreſ- 
ting the Vices of it. What Publick BenefaCtor; 
are thoſe Brave Offcers, who ſcatter Evil-Doers 
by their Frowns, and uſe the Sword wheres with 
God has girt them to his Honour! This is the 
Way to chaſe away the Betrayers of your Liber- 
ties, the Incendiaries of your City, and the Subver- 
ters of your Proſperity. {Ze - 
Wherefore as God is pleaſed to fight for us, 
and to ſubdue our Enemies before us; let us not 
fight againft God; but let us all ſtrive who ſhall 
be the moſt forward to put his Enemies to ſhame. 
And indeed, how can any grateful and ingenuous 
Perlon do otherwiſe? Can we without Indig- 
nation hear the Name of the Bleſſed God blaſphe- 
med, who hath done ſuch wondrous Things tor 
us 2 Can we bear the ſenſeleſs Arrogance of thole 
who deny or queſtion the Being or Providence of 
God, who hath ſo lately made bare his Arm in 
aſſerting our Rights and Liberties? When = 
eh; p 
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good God has made our Cup of Plenty to over- 


low; Can it be endured that any ſhould a- 
duſe this Divine Bounty by Hitemperance and 
Exceſs? Where is our Fear of God, if we do 


ot tremble when we ſee him diſhonour'd 2 


and where is our Love of God, if we do 


ot tenderly reſent all Offences committed a- 


geinſt him? And without the Love and Fear of 
od, where is our Religion? 


Would you then perpetuate the Safety and 
Proſperity of this Great and Famous City? Would 
you en ſure it from Fire, and all other Calamitous 
Pens? Would you till behold it the Enyy, 


erer the Pity, of other Cities; and continue it 


n a Capacity to make yaſt Loans of its Wealth 
le moſt diſtant Parts of Europe, and to main- 
na noble Commerce with all the World? The 
rue Way to this, and to all that is Great and 
Honourable, is to ſecure the Favour of Almighty . 


od by the juſt Suppreſſion of Vice, and the due 


xercile of Chriſtian Piety, Fuſtice, Temperance and 


Brotherly Kindneſs. As for that unnatural En- 


ty where-with Fellow- Citizens and Fellow-Chri- . 
915 have vexed one another, let it be laid on the 
poulders of the Philiſtines: Let us unite our Pray 
I's and Endeavours for the Overthrow of that 
Piritual Babylon which very probably ſtands on | 


he Precipice of its foretold Fall, T 


But : 


24 A Sermon Preached before, 9 - 
But may this Splendid City continue in its Bea 
ty and Renown to the moſt remote Ages. Mͤi 
it never feel any more conſuming Fires till | 
meets thoſe of the General Conflagration : And t 
this End, may all that is Virtuous and of gy 
Report abound in it more and more, till th 
Glorious Opening of the New Feruſalem. 


Which God Abnighty grant, for the Sake « 
Jeſus Chriſt his Son, to whom with the F. 
ther and the Holy Ghoſt, be all Bleſſing, Hd 
nor, Glory and Power aſcribed for Ever an 
yer mw. 
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